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Course Objectives: 

1. To explore the traditional textile heritage of Nagaland 

2. To gain theoretical knowledge about the motifs, symbolism and aesthetics of textile 

in Nagaland 

3. To identify the challenges and opportunities in the preservation and modernization 

of Naga weaving traditions 

Syllabus Outline: 

Unit 1: Introduction to Naga textiles 

a. Overview of Nagaland and its ethnic diversity 

b. Role of textiles in tribal identity, rituals, and status 

c. Historical context: Textiles in Nagaland 

 Unit 2: Weaving Traditions and Techniques 

a. Traditional looms: Back-strap (loin) loom 

b. Materials used: cotton, wool, natural dyes 

c. Weaving process and tools 

Unit 3: Motifs, Symbolism, and Aesthetics 

a. Symbolic meaning of colours, patterns and motifs 

b. Representation of headhunting, fertility, warfare, and nature 

c. Textile as a marker of tribal and individual identity 

Unit 4: Contemporary Issues and Preservation 

a. Impact of marketization 

b. Revival and adaptation in modern fashion and design 

c. Integration with sustainable and slow fashion movements 
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